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There are two kinds of parental 

responsibility when making 

decisions about your children. The 

first is responsibility for major long-

term decisions such as education, 

medical treatment and religious 

upbringing.

The second is responsibility for 

day-to-day decisions such as what a 

child wears or eats, whether a child 

is too unwell to attend school or who 

should mind a child if their parent is 

unavailable. As a matter of common 

sense, day-to-day decisions about 

children are made by the parent with 

whom a child is living at a particular 

time. There is no need to consult the 

other parent in these instances.

Ideally, major long-term decisions 

about children should be made jointly 

by parents – especially when both 

parents continue to have a significant 

involvement in the lives of their child. 

However, until Orders by a Court are 

made for joint parental responsibility, 

parents are not required to consult 

one another before making a major 

long term decision for their child.

When an order for joint parental 

responsibility is in place, there is a 

legal obligation upon the parents to 

consult with one another and make a 

genuine attempt to reach agreement 

about major long-term decisions for 

their children.

Sometimes joint parental 

responsibility is not possible due to 

a history of family violence or high-

level parental conflict, or because of 

parental incapacity or absence. In 

those cases, an order that one parent 

has sole parental responsibility for 

some or all major long term decisions 

may be appropriate.
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